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The Criminal Justice 
Continuum

Chapter 2-1

Federal and State Jurisdiction
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Learning Objectives
Students will understand the following 
concepts:

The principle of federalism and how it 
affected the structure of our court 
system.
How the dual system of state and federal 
courts functions.
The characteristics of American court 
systems.
How the juvenile court system functions.
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The Principle of Federalism

A dual system of state and federal courts
Court system performs its duties with 
little or no supervision
Specialization occurs primarily at the 
state and local level
Geographic organization of the 
American court system
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State Court System

Trial courts:
Limited or special jurisdiction (courts that 
decide certain limited legal issues)
Courts of general jurisdiction (granted 
authority to hear and decide all issues 
brought before them)
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State Court System (cont.)

Appellate jurisdiction:
Hear appeals from both limited and general 
jurisdiction courts.
They decide matters of law and issue formal 
written decisions or opinions.

Include:
Courts of Appeals
Supreme Courts
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Federal Court System

Federal district courts
Federal circuit courts
U.S. Supreme Court (has addressed 
victim issues such as):

Victim impact statements
Hate crimes
Child victims of crime
Notoriety-for-profit for perpetrators
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Federal Juvenile Court System

The juvenile can waive his or her rights 
to be treated as a juvenile
The juvenile can have the matter treated 
as a civil proceeding called “juvenile 
adjudication”
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State Juvenile Court System: Five Basic 
Principles

The state is the “ultimate parent”
Children are worth saving and the state 
should utilize non-punitive measures to do 
so
Children should be nurtured and not 
stigmatized by the court process
Each child is different
The use of non-criminal sanctions are 
needed to give primary consideration to the 
needs of the child.
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Juvenile Court: Jurisdiction Over 
Three Types of Minors

Delinquents
Status offenders
Dependent children


